Congo  crash  claims  missionary  couple 

Second  couple;  ■  V 

vehicle  driver  |  J 

suffer  injuries  Ltr  ^  ,  &| 

in  auto  accident  \ 


nCHMONO,  Vli.  (MW)  -  Rutdy  Arnett, 
62,  and  Katty  AmM,  61,  misBioiiaries  with 
tihe  Intenaaonal  MMon  Board  (IMB) 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  died 
March  14  from  injnnea  auatained  in  an  au¬ 
tomobile  accident  in  the  Democratic  Re¬ 
public  of  die  Congo. 

Ihe  Miaaouii-native  miaakaiariee  aerved 
aa  theological  education  atiBtegiats  ior  Africa. 

The  Arnetts  weR  travdira  to  a  theologi¬ 
cal  trainina  event  with  UBow  miaaionar- 
ies  Jeff  ana  Barbara  Singetman  from  OfaiaL 
when  the  single-vefaide  accident  occurred 
about  twodiaun’  travel  from  the 

nation's  capitaL 


QOOP  Tiam  — 

national  Miaaion  Board  wbo  died  March  14  in  an  automobiis  accidant  in  tha  Rapublic 
o(  Congo,  halp  oaMxaia  tha  Wtiatli  annivaraary  of  Baptial  vwxic  in  ttia  African  nationof 
Cots  (flvoira  in  August  2016.  making  alongaida  faNom  Chrislians  in  a  parade  for  aiiout 
tiM>  tnilaa  to  ttw  saminary  wtisra  tfia  obaarvanca  was  hsM.  (tMB  photo) 

dfed  -  fcr  wte  matters  moat  in  this  worid.  Randy  taught  at  Ecoie  Baptiste  delhfol- 
IheywiD  be  miaaed  deeply  fay  dieirfrBdly  and  oaie  pour  fAfrioue  Occidantale  (Baptist 
friends,  our  enthe  DWfri^y,  and  men  and  Seminary  of 'lS3^  far  West  Africa),  and 
women  aaoasAfiiciL  yet  we  ass  hnUiK  for-  Kadqr  Erected  the  Bible  Oonaspoodenoe 
nurd  to  a  reunion  whh  them  when  one  diy  we  School  nd  aerved  aa  dfreetor  and  pcnfeaeor 


driven  bya  Conspolsae  national  wfan  also  sus- 
tamed  iafuties  Ml  hsa  been  laleaaedfrom 
meifical  care  in  IQnaliaaa.' 

'Randy  sod  Kariw  Arnett  in  so  manw 
wgya  remesent  what  Is  beat  about  te  nor 
said  DIB  PiesideBt  David  FlatL  They  gave 
their  lives  and  family  for  over  w  years  pto- 


,  .  .  Inaooo,theAmettsino«^toOi)*edTvoire 
'■PS*®**?  to  coordnate  Southern  BntiathunMnneeib 
miniatiyforWeat  Africa.  Kalhyiboaetvedw 
tt^ond  HIV/AIDS  ooonBnatar,  responatbla 


7  Can  Only  Int^ine’  debuts  third 


LOS  ANGELES  IBS  and 
loaal  raporta)  -  The  Chria- 
tian  drama,  I  Can  Only 
Imagine,  that  tells  the  atoiy 
of  the  creation  of  the  2001 
hit  aotm  of  the  same  name, 
opened  third  at  tha  U.8. 

Km  ofBee  on  its  premiere 
wedmnd. 

The  eegi  of  forgbreness 
and  triumph  based  on  the 
MercyMe  belled  brought  in 
gi7  milliao  from  iuet  over 
1,600  locatkias  March  16- 
18,  baaed  on  Box  Office 

MnO  flBClSDGt. 

‘The  boar  office  total  fu 
exceaded  indnatry  inaid-  ^ 
am  advance  prt^ectiaas  of  oM>re  rimn 

$umflBion.Itwaethebeat  iST^  Teva^ 
ope^  of  e  Crith-ha^  coat.  Box  Office  1 

-  .  Word  of  month, 

leal  opened  at  $22  milliDn  ,  . , , ,  ,  , ,  ■ , , 


Affirm  Film’s  Paul, 
^KMtle  of  Christ  opens 
March  23,  followed  .luuch 
30  by  Pura  FUx’s  God's  Not 
Deed:  A  la  the  Darfc- 
neae.  The  latter  la  the  third 
iiMtaii—nt  of  the  God’s 
Not  Deed  aarlea  highlight¬ 
ing  freedom  of  speech  and 
ienglnii,  which  aebnted  in 
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Rise  in  exorcism  interest  troubles  seminary  prof 


ppm  ot  incr^ng  exor-  orasnu  io  Ireland  ‘haa  tlaen  aa  when  Jeana  rebuked  him 
ciam  reque^  religious  exponential^.’  verbally  in  Matthew  16:23. 

“1.  T^Catediiain  ^  the  Cath-  ■  TJae  Scripture'  (Matthew 

CatlM^ic  Church  by  people  ollc  Church,  an  official  state-  4:1-11). 
who  bel^  they  are  demon  ment  of  Cath<^  doctrine,  ■  Prioritixe  ‘intimate,  dai- 
poMessMwd  an  exorcism  IS  claims.  The  solemn  exordam,  ly  devt^hal  time  with  the 
their  o;^  hoi»  of  sending  the  called  ‘a  m^jor  exordam,’  can  Lord,’  whidi  “will  help  us  re- 
ewfl  mirit  be  performed  only  by  a  priest  sist  Satan  and  result  in  his 

of  the  fleeing*  (James  4:7-8). 

“Satan  will  have  no  power 
or  influence  over  the  Chrwtian 


evil  spirft  fleeing. 

“TO  be  demon  possessed 
would  mean  one  is  outside 

of  Christ,  one  is  dead  in  their - - - - ., 

s  w,  one  is  under  the  power  observing  the  rules  estab- 
of  the  evil  one,’  Wellum  said  lished  by  the  Church, 
in  the  video.  “Can  Christians,  “Exorcism  is  directed  at  the 
thoiuh,  battle  against  prind-  expulsion  of  demons  or  to  the 
palides  and  powers?  Is  Satan  liberation  from  demonic  pos- 
a  roaring  lion  who’s  trying  to  session  throu^  flli  spirit^ 
deceive  and  lead  us  astray?  authority  Jet  us  entrust- 
Yes,  but  that’s  quite  difler-  ed  to  bis  Church.“ 
eat  than  possession,’  Wellum  The  Catholic  Churdi’s 
said,  notiim  bdievers  have  teachings  on  demieiic  activity 
po^overSatan.  and  the  priest’s  niie  in  figbt- 

The  13th  annual  course  on  •  ing  it  appear  to  from  the 
“exorcism  and  the  prayer  of.  doctrine  articnla'ad  by  Wel- 
liberal^’.—  a  Catholic  class  him  in  Southern’s  “Honest  An¬ 
on  cgs^og  out  “impure  spir-  swers’ video  series, 
it*’  di&ng  other  topics  —  is  Nonbelievers  ‘am  be  “con- 
schedtded  April  16-21  at  the  trdled’  or  '>jssessed“  by 
Catholic  Church’s  Pontifical  demons,  Welluiu  said,  dtiog 
Athenaeum  Eegyia  Apostolo-  Ephesians  2:2.  '"et  all  believ- 
rum  in  Rome,  according  to  a  ers  “can  resist  V/e  have  power 
press  release.  over  him.  SsbiYs  power  lus 

This  year’s  imurse  has  been  defeated  a.  the  cross  and 
dra%vn  some  me^  attention  in  the  resurrection, 
in  light  of  a  Febriiaiy  Vatican  “He  no  loager  can  hold 

threefold  increase  in  demand  heads,  WeSi  ai  said, 
for  Catholic  exorcists  in  Italy  The  Bi%  Graham  Chris- 
*!<»>•■  tian  Worker’s  Handbook, 

Italian  priest  Ben^  Pa-  published  hy  the  Billy  Cia- 
Una  told  Vatican  Radio,  “We  nam  Evantelistic  Aaaoeiatioii. 


New  Billy  Graham  collections  released  from  archives 


(NASHVHXE  (BPI  -  Two  new 
collections  reflecting  the  min¬ 
istry  of  the  late  Souuiem  Bap¬ 
tist  evangelist  Bill  Graham, 
induding  notebooks  docu¬ 
menting  his  personal  relation¬ 
ships  '^h  each  U.S.  presi¬ 
dent  from  Harry  S.  Truman  to 
Barack  Obama,  were  opened 
to  the  public  on  March  19. 

Maintained  by  tbe  BiDy  Gra- 


These  collections  are  a  treasure  house  for  anyone 
interested  in  Rev.  (Braham.  American  evangelicalism, 
or  global  Christianity,  arrxing  many  other  possible 

subjects.' 

Bob  Shuator 
Whoaton  archiviot 


PflESIDbNIiAL  VISIT  —  Bily  Gfaham  masts  with  U.S.  Piasi- 
dent  John  F.  Kannady  in  tha  Oval  Office  of  tha  White  House  in 
1962.  (BP  photo  cowlesy  of  BiHv  Graham  Evangatiabc  Aaaociation) 


Thb  Baptist  Rboouo  Match  22. 2018 
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MS  POSITIONS 


CLASSIFIEDS 


of  raeatd  heepinfc  WeS«  htf  a  lot  of  nil 
and  oooMxiuaitk  weS«  had  a  lot  of  doo 
Iooaffeaito)TO  mat  doudy  days  are Di^ 


diraetar- 


Revivals  & 
Homecomings 

►  Loiana  Churdi.  SmMi 
"  *  eMon:  Slntfa 
Mar.  30  -  Apr. 


College  News 

Mississippi  CoDege  is  hosting  a  Cybereecuity  Summit  Apr. 

10  -  11  on  the  Ointoa  campus.  The  oooference  cost  is  $150  for 

gen^  admission.  I75  for  educators  and  $30  for  students.  There 
IS  a  TUes^y  evening  session  on  the  Clinton  campus  that’s  free  and 

open  to  the  public.  Speakers  indude:  MaediinAlatkL  lead  noticy 


Youth 


analyst  with  Toeroek  Associates  of  Colnr^  Colorado. 

Others  are  Myk  Goldman,  a  senior  executive  andboard  membe 
ytfa  SCOUT  in  Atlanta.  Also:  Greg  HoCRrand,  director  of  SETA 

Operations  %vith  Independent  Software  of  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

For  more  information,  contact  MeUasa  —  ' 
mc.edu  or  call  (601)  925-3874.  Other 
at  mc.edu/css2018 . 


online 


March  22,  2018  TMb  BAmsr  Recdro 
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IT’S  2018! 


Time  to  apply  for  scholarships  with  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation! 

Our  policy,  deadline,  and  applications  have  changed 
-‘f  — ■  :  .;tc- to  re>  ■  ..  '•O’S  policy 

and  submit  an  application  before  April  30. 

Call  us  at  601.292.3210  or 
visit  www.msbaptistf9undati0n.org  for  more  info. 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST 


BRANDON  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
BRANDON 


REGISTRATION:  10:00  A.M 

■SPEECHES  DUE  TUESOflY.  APRIL  3’ 


iisriPiniHi"'  ariDf  4uiin.*,.vr.TRv  jt 
;a>i  ’.‘"BilRC  oil  601  ?9:  3^34 
ion  uont  i*if(iRMiiioN 


dartcness,  sp^  in  the  light  and  what 


'our  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


March  22, 2018 


PASTOR/tEADERSHIR 


BIVOCATIONAL  PASTORS  -  SAVE  THE  DATE 

P/LD  is  excited  to  host  Bivocational  Pastors/ 
Wives  Dialogue  Dinners  in  2018!  The  purpose  is 
to  discuss  new  strategies  for  resourcing  Bivo 
pastors  throughout  our  state  based  on  2017 
survey  results. 

Join  us  at  one  of  the  following  locations: 


April  5  -  HattiestJuKg 
April  1 2  -  Flowood 


April  19  -  Grenada 
April  26  -  Gulfport 


For  additional  information,  contact  the  PastorA.eade/ship 
Devetopment  Department  at  vclary@mtx:b.org  or  601-292-3305. 


Voung  Musicians  Honor  Choir 
CONCERT 
Saturday,  April  21, 2018 
6:30  p.m. 

Brandon  Baptist  Church 

Contad  llw  diurch  MimIc  Dapartmanl  ol  601>292-X267 


j^fc»dhcipl«M»fe9n>»d 
OvWlawin  Xiloch  ' 

4.  MBCaKMCTALXXlM 
mfaefefwrtaLcaM 
tooocMtdlaradabte  4 
Stawardbh^  Ob«ct  fra*  ‘ 


YMISSISSIPPI 
f MISSIONS 
MOBILIZATION 


—  SENIOR  ADULT  DAY  RETREATS 

MAY  19  HAY  17 

First  Baptist  Church  First,pi«>tist  Church 
Tupelo  Vicksburg 

*  MAY  22 

Rg^^P^Ftfst  Ba^st  Church 
Columbia 


These  day  retreats  are  FREE  and  will  go  from 
^  12:3(M:00p.m. 

m  f  *  ^ 

NO  REGISTRATION  18  NEEOIEOt 

»MJS4of 


Make  an  eternal  investment  wMi  your 
2018  VBS  Missions  Offering. 


COOPERATIVE  PROGRAM 
RESOURCES 


^  »0  IS  THEMED 
FOSTEBSAND 
BUIXETINOOVEBS 


r 

S 


C0NHECTIN6  »  GOSPEL  »  R  E  L  MT 1 0  M  S  H I P  S 


Missions  Mobilhuition  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  invites  you  to  participate  in  the 
Home  Building  Project  in  Malaysia.  For  the  8th 
year  In  a  row,  we  are  collecting  VBS  offerings  to 
build  longhouses  hn  Malaysia.  Please  consider  set¬ 
ting  a  goal  for  your  VBS  ro  collect  $1,400  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  home  for  a  family  In  Malaysia.  The  offer¬ 
ing  received  yvill  purchase  the  building  materials. 
Missions  Mobilization  will  send  the  volunteer  con¬ 
struction  teams  to  provide  the  labor,  alongside  the 
Malaysian  families.  In  the  past  six  years,  608  deci¬ 
sions  have  been  made  for  Christ  and  371  homes 
have  been  built 


VWt  fift|ii  IBBI Itfr  — f^tTiii  JI  for  priinm  matorWo. 

Contort  MIhIgiio  MnhUioMon  at  «01-292-319t  or 
aMam«nibd>.orB  for  nioro  MormaUun. 


V 


Mississippi  .Baptist  Handbell  Festival 


STATE  BIBLE 
DRILLS  .. 

.  a 


SMACK  Camp 


*”^3 :  April  13-14, 2018  *  „  / 

First  Baptist  Church,  Raymond 

CoatKt  th»  Chivch  lank  Dapartmant  at  cwrtaytorQfnbclLorf  or  601292,3267  fcr 


mora  information. 


Tuesday,  April  24 
FBC.  Madison 
Hillcrest  BC.  Neiv  Albany 

Thursday.  Apr.  26 
FBC.  Starkville 
North  Oxford  BC.  Oxford 

Saturday.  April  28 
FBC .  Clinton 
Se  ect’on  Tourna*rent 


Tuesday,  April  1 7 
FBC.  McComb 
Emmanuel  BC.  Grenada 


Thursday.  April  1  9 
Harrisburg  BC.  Tupelo 
Carterville  BC.  Petal 


Saturday.  April  21 
Crossgates  BC.  Branoon 
Poplar  Springs  Dr. 
oMendian 


2018  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST 


PREACHING 


CONFERENCE 


fftt\  nr/.-  tt/n  jth  iti  S 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST 
SENIOR  ADULT  CHOIR  FESTIVAL 

5.8.18 

McLaurin  Heights  Baptist  Church 

Register  at  https://tinyuH.com/SenAdultChoirFest  and  contact 
Church  Music  at  601-292-3267  for  more  information. 


keeping  yaur 

CHURCH 


of  count 


Reverend  Michael  Lee,  Pastor/Leadership  Development 
Department  director,  is  available  to  dialogue  about  legal 
issues  or  to  lead  meetings  or  conferences  on  site  To 
purchase  a  notebook(s)  for  you  or  your  church,  please 
contact  Vesta  Clary  In  the  F/LD  DepartmeVit  at 
601-292-3305  or  vclary'k'mbcb  org 


Cost  of  notebook  is  $10 


Pray  for  llpMliali 

pean  Peo^M  through 
youth  evangekwn 


Europa— Phoptoa 

through  CflwehAtome 
outreach  evangeiiin 


Ptaylbr  otw  d*. 


hannAldaMiPooplaa 
thro«^  hoaprtaily 
coordination 


to  AmarHAaoplaa 
through  gROfa  evan- 
geHarn  &  church/home 
outreach  avargeliMn 


HeartSong  Music  Youth 


Camp 


-Mit 


June  26-30,  2018 

Southwest  Mississippi  Coniiuuiiiiy  College 
Summit,  MS 


Greeting  methods  an  important  item  on  visitors’  lists 


NASHVIXE  (BP)  -  Omrcfa  gueats  can 
expect  makii^  peetings  andmqr  even 
leave  with  a  gift  n  paetorg  have 
to  m  about  die  subject  of  making 

tonfrelappreciated,ao(XMxlingtoaUfe- 
Ww  Rcseaiejt  study  released  Maicfa  14. 

UfeWajr  Seaeatcb  ie  the  aim  ofvSe- 
Way  ChiMbn  Resources  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  in  NasfaviDe  that 
spedafizes  in  surveys  about  fiidi  in  cid- 
tuie  and  matters  that  affect  cburdves. 

Hie  study  from  LifeWay  Research, 
wUdi  was  conducted  Aug.  30-Sept  18, 
asked  1,000  Protestant  paMtM  what 
their  churches  do  to  welcome  guests. 

*The  Bible  is  fiiD  of  verses  on  boeiH- 
tali^,  so  churches  should  be  full  of  ho^ 
pitality  as  wdL  Coi^jiegatioDs  should 
strive  to  create  environments  where 
guests  are  fully  wdoomed.’  said  Ihom 
S.  Rainer,  president  and  CEO  of  LffeWay 
Chriatiaii  Resources. 

tor^^Sim&ieir  dnirch  does^c^SrM 
tfainn  to  suocesafiiQy  weloanie  guests. 

'Pastors  are  eager  to  say  thm  church- 
es  are  acthrdy  welooining  visRois  to 
their  services,*  said  Scott  IfcConndl, 
executive  director  of  LifeWay  ReaeaidL 

Virtually  eeery  cbuicfa  does  some¬ 
thing  the  study  shows.  Fewer  than  one 
percent  aihnit  making  no  effort  to  wd- 
come  guests. 

TopKiMB^pastor 

Nlnety-sfe  percent  of  churches  sur¬ 
veyed  say  they  provide  an  opportunity 
tor  guests  to  meet  the  pastor  and  have 
^teeters  at  the  entrance  of  their  buB^ 


cards,  while  78%  haw  a  cen- 
'  n  where  guests  can  learn 


percent 


periodically 
tor  new  peoi 


guests.  Sfaity-five 
nost  information 
new  people  to  learn  more 
about  die  church. 

Fewer  pastors  say  their  church  has 
boohs  in  the  pew  for  an  attenders  to  indi¬ 
cate  their  presence  (mXU.  tWwity-four 
perceid  have  greeters  in  toe  parking  lot 
Seventeen  percent  ask  guests  to  «t»ivrt 
during  the  worship  service. 

Forty-two  percent  say  they  offer  a 
gw  to  viaitois.  Of  those  who  use  gifts, 
die  most  popular  are  a  mug  or  cup 
(^feX.food  (ag%),  a  wdcoroe  psudwt 
(as*)  or  a  pen  (23X). 
include  a  T 


about  t 

Uas 


.  od  (as%) 
the  church  (a 

(iBHj’,  a'  book^ig*),  a  bookmark  (five 


items 


PMcent),  a  gift  c^  (five  percoit),  or  a 
Bible  (four  percent). 

IVro  percent  of  churches  say  they  do 
I  else  to  welcome  guests,  such 
as  following  up  by  mafi  (two  percent), 
with  a  personal  vM  (two  peicmX  with 
a  phone  caB  (one  percent)  or  with  an 
email  (one  peinnt). 

Looking  in  mirror 

Rain^  author  of  Becoming  a  Wel¬ 
coming  Cnuich,  said  despite  the  numer¬ 
ous  ways  churches  affirm  they  rescfa 
out  to  gueata,  congregations  should  ask 
tough  questioos  about  themselves. 

uMircbes  often  believe  they  are  a 
ftieadly  church  because  the  members 
are  friendly  to  one  another,  but  they 
don't  diink  about  walking  in  the  slioet 
of  first-tinie  guests,*  be  said.  'Welcom¬ 
ing  dioae  new  to  the  cbuicfa  has  to  be  the 


Pw<o<SaS|r  how  SI  Maniuiion  a«SM  )g> 
"•w  pnpW  to  Mn>  i«ra  about  Uw  dufdl 

How  booki  I*  tko  poM  tar  SI  olMndora  to  MkoW 
lliov  Mora  pnoM  tfitt  coSkIb  uWlor  nfonooUon 

Hm  gSu  tor  guoao 

I  HewgrootoreoronondonulnSwpMtli^lot 

j  MiguoolalOlWndliaManrMpHrvioo 


Types  of  gifts  churches  give  guests 

Amnp  AtSsMsnr  ehuntiss  Sat  pNi  a>  guMls 


Muei/eisio 

Food  Homo  (04,  dndk, 
cooUoi^  bto^  otcj 

bformotfon/wolcoim  pocfcot  obou  Aurdt 


38% 


14% 


Sookmork  ^5% 
Gift  card  g  5% 

BMa  I  4% 

OthffiT  (•  0.,  notffpffdi.  pffndiffi.  I  ^ 
k«y  dMrin.  bmktt.  CD,  «nd  card*)  I  ^ 


constant  and  intentional  posture  of  the 
entire  congregation.* 

Bi^BBMiil  mBthods 

larger  churches  tend  to  welcome 
guests  diffiereiitly  than  smaller  churches. 
Ihoae  with  attendance  of  fewer  than 
are  the  moat  likdy  to  say  they 
ah  opportunity  for  guests  to  meet 


sions 


periodically  host  information  ses- 
- 1  for  newpeople  (85*). 

■  set  aside  a  time  for  regular  at- 
tendeis  to  wdcome  guests  (76*). 

■  have  greeters  in  the  parking  lot 
(57*). 

■  offer  gifts  to  viaitors  (mX). 

*In  many  ways,  larger  oiurches  have 


TO  people  I 
nave  an  01 


the  pastor  after  the  service  (98*)  and 
ask  guests  to  stand  during  the  worship 
service  (22*). 

Meanwhn^  pastors  of  churches  with 
attendance  of  more  than  250  people  are 
the  most  Ukeb'  to  say  they: 

■  have  ca^  for  guests  to  complete 
(96%). 

■  have  a  central  location  for  guests  to 
leant  more  about  the  chui^  (mX). 


MSMsvMwo,  i*«v%,/wuucu  am.  Dcuiuse  in 

their  size,  bigger  diurehes  have  to  enact 
plans  that  may  happen  spontaneously 
elsewhere,* 

To  stand  or  not 

In  his  years  of  church  consuhiiig  pri¬ 
or  to  accepting  the  top  job  L^Vay, 
Rainer  found  qiedfic  times  of  greeting 
during  the  worsUp  service  to  be  ooem 
the  moat  polarizing  methods  of  wdcmn- 
ing  guests.  If  not  done  extremely  weU, 
those  moments  can  often  be  avdcward 
for  the  people  churches  are  trying  to  wel- 
co^  be  said. 

‘Stand-and-greet  times  could  be 
part  of  a  wdroming  experience  for 
guests,  but  church  meinbers  would 
need  dear  and  firm  guidance  on  being 
friendly  to  guests  brtote  and  after  the 
service,*  be  said.  'Friendliness  only 
during  stand-and-greet  times  can  do 
more  barm  than  good.* 

Overall,  only  17X  of  churches  ask 
guests  to  statu  during  the  worship  ser¬ 
vice,  but  certain  churches  are  more  likely 
to  do  so  than  others.  Seventy-seven  per<:^ 
cent  of  African-American  pastors  say 
their  duirch  asks  guests  to  stand. 

I  Twenty-tiuee  petcent  of  pastors  in 
I  the  WeM  say  their  churches  ask  guests  to 
stsi^  Fifteen  perooit  of  churdM  in  tte 
I  South  and  14%  in  the  Midwest  ask  guests 
to  stand. 

Large  churches  with  more  than  250 
people  in  attendance  are  the  least  likefr 
to  ask  guesta  to  stand  (nine  percent). 
(Suinhes  with  attendance  of  feWr  than 
TO  people  come  in  at  22X  while  churches 
with  attendance  between  50-99  people 
c»me  in  at  i8X. 

*IaiK  churcbes  often  assume  guests 
wfil  make  themselves  kmwn,*  u5k>D- 
neD  saicL  *Theie’s  no  tealplacefor  a  visi¬ 
tor  to  hide  in  a  smidi  church.* 

Regardless  of  church  size,  McCon¬ 
nell  said,  p^ors  recognize  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  being  welcoming,  '(lurches 
wMt  to  make  the  most  of  the  opportu¬ 
nity  with  a  guest  when  it  comes.  With 
all  that  chur^es  say  they  do  for  visi¬ 
tors,  the  bar  is  set  high  for  being  a  wel¬ 
coming  church.' 

Methodology 

The  phone  survey  of  1,000  Protes¬ 
tant  payors  was  co^ucted  Aug.  30  to 
Seg^  18. 

The  calling  list  was  a  stratified  ran¬ 
dom  sample,  drawn  from  a  list  Of  alV: 
Protestant  churches.  Quotas  were  used 
for  church  size.  Eaih  interview  was 
conducted  with  the  senior  pastor,  min¬ 
ister,  or  priest  of  the  chunh  contacted. 
Responses  were  weighted  ^  remn  to 
more  accurately  reflect  the  peculation. 

completed  samide  is  1,000  surveys.' 
^  ^ple  provides  9SX  confidence 
that  the  sampling  error  does  not  exceed 
phis  or  minus  3.2X.  Margins  of  error  are 
higher  in  subgroups. 

For  more  lotonnation  on  this  study, 
visit  UfeWayRe8earch.com. 
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ARNETTS 

cont.  from  p.  1 


KioQd  they  lived  as  nei^  them  gready,  but  tlvir  ii^iience 
OCXS  in  Africa,  and  tfaor  difldm  will  cnntitiuf  fof 
attended  school  toeeiber. 

The  last  tBDe  Hauns  were  ^  , 

with  die  Aznetts  in  Africa  was  ■  ®nwCOSulmllon 
7AIDS  the  oeiehration  of  the  fiftieth  an-  in  the  pteAce  to  hh  «tnrw».ni 

l„  B  a.  55^«?^<rfBaptirtwofkinCote  diaaertadoo  Southern  Seni- 

In  2003,  Randy  became  the  dlvooem  August  2016.  nary  in  LouhviBe.  Kv  Randv 

^participants  ^  wSe thathedrewstS’dnou^ 
maniiM  about  two  miles  from  Us  stu^  that  my  mmology, 
the  neaihy  town  to  die  seminaiy  bMw^diecni^ofptactioe. 
whete  dw  celdwatioo  was  held,'  bolds  iq>  in  the  beat  of  aSI^ 
Kathy  beaime  the  regional  events  Haun  aid.  ‘Randy  and  Kathy  inquiiy.  Indeed,  1  have 
coormator  for  Afr^  or-  1^  diere  in  the  middle  of  ^^ei^thened  my  dnnldnb 
gapgmg  laiyscale  meeting,  it,  singing  and  dancing  the  whole  buttfaefoumUtioosta^finn.^ 
mid-tenncoifeences,  and  tram-  dis*  .ice  widi  the  African  partid-  Ihe  dissertation  later  became 

^  ^  •>«*  tided,  Pentecostaliza- 

don:  The  Evolution  of  Baptists 

the  Arnetts  were  theUoeical  edu-  erss  dsisteisinChiist  inAfrin.  i~»“ 

cation  strategy  ^  Africa.^  ^udents  beam  their 

seminaries  ^rUW*^  lasting  illllueiice 

asrgigss: 

K.  of  tteJogitU  educatioii  Strategy  a  word  in  an  obacure  article  that 

*“*^1  ■oA^’osxndsround  the  world.  cawbt  nw  _  nente- 

i_.  ^  Kathy  long-  oostalnation.  The  term  cap^ 

I  u  ?T:i  tem  mBswnanee  who  eprto-  that  which  I  had  observed  mnonr 

^  Institute  fiir  Pastoral  and  mized  what  being  a  miasioaaty  West  African  n««*t°Hi  ihiK.  riw 

b.’  said,  ChSdrUn^rX  quS^A^SS 
dTyoire,  m  subjecte  smh  as  evan-  serves  as  team  leader  for  1MB  pentecoalalisatiaa  of 
geliamjmissicJ^,  cuU^  an-  theofogcal  educatioa  strate-  in  the  cmcible  of  academic  in^ 
ttitop<i)g>,  and  Baptist  history.  gSa  They  wro  no  longer  North  ry.  And,  k  has  been  an  iraUidu] 

AnMticans  taking  the  gospel  to  and  eUoyable  quest* 

Joyful  rapport  Africang.  U  some  wys,  t^  had  He  added,  ^od  called  me  to 

^  j  become  Africans  taking  die  gos-  miasiom  and  me  the  focukv  rf 

D  pd  to  other  Africans.  scholarah^  icfy^atnuTd^ 

Ran^  a^  Katfa  was  then  love  “Hie  Arnetts  were  theological  for  undeistimdSi«  oomea  from 
S^feSdiitodK^  trUpere  who  knew  wefl  the  im-  Him.“S?^  vour  aood- 

Ro^  Haun,  who  served  alom- 
side  the  Arnetts  in  Africa.  “Tte 
rapport  came  from  the  £sct  that 
^ndy  and  Kathy  were  joyful 
people,  always  smninb  and  Ran¬ 
dy  was  often  tiwing  and  joldl^ 
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Clue:  J  C 

Htwefim  with  cryptograpkit  and  extrciae  your  BibIt 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en- 

eoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puMde.  Sob/e  by  trio,  and  error.  Answerto 
last  week’s  puxsle:  Ramans  ta:2 
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ara  ganarady  not  puhliahabla. 
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or  pbciographt  wM  be  pubdftiad.  and  unaotcilad 
matanai  wdi  net  ba  ackrawdadgad  or  latumad. 
Al  news  kanw  are  subiact  a>  adittng.  and  al 
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and/or  photographs  can  ba  pubtishad  one  tima 
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and/or  photographs  depicting  banaflts  and 
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staclroracalty  to  the  amait  addraaa  below,  and 
must  ba  inchtdad  in  the  massage  ssgmark  of 
an  arnail  form.  Secondary  method:  naws  may 
ba  typawrittan  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
Tl-inch  paper  and  mailad  All  iirtidaa  muat  ba 
receivad  m  wribng:  no  articles  wiN  ba  accepted 
,^ovar  the  taiaphona.  Oua  to  evar-praaant  vaus 
threats,  no  taat  attachments  wig  ba  acoaptad. 
PtKKograph  attachments  in  JPEG  format  are 
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Stewardship  of  Influence  •  1  Corinthians  9:19-27;  10:31-33;  11:1 


without  much  thnn^,  jot  down  die 
namee  of  five  people  (either  pest  or 
preaent)  whom  you  consider  pemms  of 
couaidmble  umuence  (900a  or  bud). 
Now.  write  down  five  mote  namei  of 
people  who  have  had  a  profound  influ¬ 
ence  on  your  peraond  ufe. 

Hmmm,  the  two  Usta  look  quite  dif- 
ferenL  do  th^  not?  Your  fiiat  liat  may 


ivhatheamofhinmelf:  ‘Ihavemade 
myadf  a  save  to  everyone,  to  win  aa 
numy  aapoaaflile*  (1  Corintniana  9:19b 
NIVj.  What  did  he  mean?  Veraea  20-22 
expand  upon  this  atatement.  Whedier 
with  Jew  or  Gentile,  Paul  aoupht  to 
find  coinmoa  ground  aa  much  aa  poa- 
atUe.  Hia  goal  in  beoaming  ‘all  dungs 
to  an  peo^’ WM  that  be  migfat  gain  an 
audieiice  with  them  for  preaentug  the 

u  ad¬ 
dition  to 
aeeking  to 
walk  in  the 
aboea  of 
othera.  Paid 
laced  im 


include  nditi^  and  other  pubUc  fig- 
urea,  biblical  charactera,  famoua  wm- 
era  or  inventora,  or  great  traiBdaaers 
of  bygone  eraa.  But  your  aecond  liat 
may  inclode  a  teacher  who  nurtured 
your  love  of  learning,  a  caring  leladv^ 
Mend  or  co-worker  who  aupported 
you  during  a  particular  atrugu,  or  a 
apiritual  mentor  who  inveateaconaid- 
erable  time  nurturing  your  foitfa.  theae 
probably  won’t  make  it  into  any  *who’a 
who’  Imt  However,-  they  are  aurdy 
peiaona  of  influence  to  you. 

Now,  might  h  aurpriae  you  to  think 
someone  could  have  your  name  on  hia 
or  her  list?  You  may  not  aee  youraelf  aa 
a  petaon  of  influence,  but,  actually,  all 
fouowera  of  Jesus  are  called  to  be  just 
thatl  Today’aleasoo  theme  is  the  stew¬ 
ardship  of  Influence;  it  challenges  ua  to 
fulfill  diis  area  of  C3iristian  minist^. 

Would  yofu  cooaider  the  apocde  ninl 
a  ‘paople-pleaaer’7  Surely  not  in  the 


with  Ann 


tual  run- 
ning  shoes. 

Comparing 

himself  to  an  athlete,  be  models  a  te¬ 
nacious  approadi  to  one’s  a|riritual 
journey,  aa  a  runner  does  to  adn  a  race 
and  ‘get  the  prise’  (va.  24).  DQigent 
effort  -  ‘strict  trainiag’  (va.  »)•  is  re¬ 
quired.  Those  who  do  tbia  will  earn  an 
crown,  he  emphaaiaes.  Declin¬ 
ing  to  be  like  a  haphuard  runner  or  a 
dasdow-boBer,  Paid  purposefirily  and 


necessary  to  adiieve  his  spiritual  goals. 
He  wanted  to  be  sure  he  wasn't  ‘dis¬ 
qualified  for  the  priM*  (vs.  27).  What 
was  that  priae  he  didn’t  want  to  lose 
out  00?  Of  course,  be  was  secure  in 
his  sahratioB,  so  it  could  have  been  an 
anticipated  heavenly  reward  of  some 
siMt  Or  p«duips  be  simply  was  refer¬ 
ring  to  bis  foc^  to ’]pi«M  toward  the 
nMU  for  the  priae  of  the  imward  can  of 
God  in  Christ  Jesus’  (Phillppians  3:14) 
In  <^p- 
ter  10  of 
today’s  pas¬ 
sages.  the 
apostle  cau¬ 
tions  Ids 
readers  not 
to  use  their 
freedoms 
in  Christ  in 
ways  that 
might  hin¬ 
der  a  weaker  brother  or  be  question¬ 
able  to  an  unbdiever  ‘Do  not  cause 
anyone  to  stumble,  whether  Jews, 
Greda  or  the  diurch  of  God*,  he  warns 
(va.  ^).  We’re  to  briim  glory  to  God  in 
wora  sind  deed.  The  Sufaether  you  eat 
or  drink'  idea  in  verse  31  refers  to  in¬ 
teractions  the  Corinth  ohureh  members 
had  with  othera  in  the  community,  and 
we  can  apply  the  oonoept  simili^  in 


our  own  day-to-day  lives.  In  verse  ^ 
he  re-emidiasiaes  adiat  he  said  earlier 
about  putting  aside  his  own  interests  in 
order  to  please  odiers,  thereby  impact¬ 
ing  tbdr  lives  in  a  positive  wm  n  am 
not  seddng  my  own  good  but  the  good 
of  many,  so  that  they  may  be  saved*. 

How  difierent  would  our  lives  look 
to  frieads,  femily  and  co-workera  if  we 
adhered  to  that  radical  cotioept...put- 
ting  others  first,  seddng  their  wemue, 
practicing  godly  sdf-mscipline,  and 
Uving  out  our  days  fixed  on  the  pial  q| 
brining  riory  to  God  in  every  wm  pos- 
sible...and  thra  combiningfius  lifestyle 
with  words  of  witness,  as  raid  did? 

The  Corindiians’  spiritual  mentor 
was  so  certain  he  practiced  ahat  he 
preached  that  he  ottered  himadf  aa  a 
role  modri:  ‘Follow  mv  example,  as  I 
hdlow  the  example  of  Christ'  (11:1). 
Could  you  put  youraelf  forward  in  your 
church  drde  with  that  confidence?  If 
not,  what’s  preventing  it?  A  critical 
spirit,  apathy,  unfoi|^ness,  anger, 
not  using  your  spiritual  ginediMss, 
fidlure  in  the  face  of  temptation?  As 
we  allow  the  Holy  Spirit  to  convict,  re¬ 
store,  and  equip  us,  we  can  move  to¬ 
ward  that  gom. 

Jfaniaadeo  is  a  member  qf  Anman- 
ual  Baptist  Church  in  Oeaan  Springs. 


CXir  Peace  •  Judges  6:11-16,  22-24 


We’d 

_ j  of  dSnfikt  la  our  Ives, 

a  time  witii  no  squsdibBng  or  obatades. 
Even  when  we  have  those  momenta  of 
penes  and  quiet,  they  ace  often  short¬ 
lived.  But  God  ofiers  us  a  fir  gieata 
and  laating  pence,  even  vdiile  feeing 
conflict  wiui  odiers  or  battUng  our  dr- 
cumstances.  In  Gideon’s  encounter 
with  God,  he  disoovered  he  could  trust 
God  to  gm  the  Israelites  peace  because 
of  who  is. 

Pence  elndesna  when  we  loot  at 
oar  drenanstanoes  (6:u-is). 

This  is  our  first  introduction  to  Gide¬ 
on.  He’s  not  exactly  what  you  would 
condder  a  first  chofee  for  God  to  use. 
In  this  passage,  Gideon  is  actually  hid¬ 
ing  out  m  his  own  land,  threshing  grain 
float  his  own  wheat.  It’s  doubtful  ne  was 
truitting  in  God;  note  that  be  is  tiiiesh- 
iiw  wheat,  concealed  in  the  winepress, 
afimd  that  a  raiding  party  would  swoop 
in  steal  his  mam. 

So  Gideoitprowly  had  a  *you  talkin’ 
to  ME?*  moment  wdiai  the  angd  of  the 
Lord  -  likely  the  pre-incamate  Christ 
-  appeared  and  said.  The  Lord  is  with 
you.  mighty  warrior.*  (v.  12,  Chris¬ 
tian  Standard  BiMe).  At  this  juncture, 
Gideon  was  anything  BUT  mighty,  and 
perhaps  the  attgd  was  being  sarcastic. 


Actuafiy,  Gideon  is  showing  some  teal 
cowhrmce. 

His  response  to  the  angel  points 
this  out  -.Tf  the  Lord  is  wm  us,  wfly 
has  an  this  haiqiened?  -.  tiie  Lord  baa 
abandoned  us  and  handed  os  over  to 
Midian.*  (v.  13).  Gideon  was  looking  at 
i  Irriimatsnrrn  and  was  not  displaying 
fiitii  or  confidence  in  God.  Fortunriely, 
God  ycialixHi  in  making  people  into 
what  mey  ou^  to  be. 

Peawe  ehidca  ns  when  we  look  at 
oar  ahorteonxiiias  (6:t4-lfi). 

Gideon  was  a  viriim  of  a  lack  of  self- 
confidence 
and  even 
self-worth. 


Actually,  be 
was  ihow- 


s  for  Life 

Tony  Martin 


ing  no  000- 
fionax  in 
God  and  no 
confidence 
of  bis  own 
ability  once 
empowered 

M  God.  An  Gideon  had  to  do  was  obey 
God  in  faith,  and  God  would  take  care  of 
him  and  the  situation  he  found  himself 
in. 

Gideon  was  convinced  that  he  was 
the  weakest  member  of  die  weakest 


dan  in  Msnsasfh  (v.  14).  Note,  tfaouafo 
that  Gad  pmaiiaad  that  ha  weald  m 
with  Gideon  Mnwrif,  and  not  necessar¬ 
ily  with  IsraeL  ‘Go  in  the  strength  y«m 
Mve  and  ddiver  Israel,*  the  an^  said 
in  V.  14.  ‘I  am  sending  you.*  In  v.  16.  the 
angel  said,  T  will  be  with  you.*  (^deon 
has  been  singled  out  for  mis  one  task. 
He  may  have  been  a  cogikrd.  but  he  is 
the  one  God  called  on. 

Gideon  had  to  be  taught  -  as  we  all 
do  -  that  we  should  ob^  God  in  spite 
of  what  our  drcumstances  are,  what  our 
opiidon  of  ourselves  is,  and  what  the 
poasfole  outcome  of  our  actions  might 
be.  Gideon 
was  defi¬ 
nitely  not  at 
peace  now, 
out  it  wasn’t 
because  God 
hadn’t  clear¬ 
ly  told  him 
what  to  ex¬ 
pect.  It  was 
a  matter  of  a 
lack  of  feith. 

HistmicaDy,  God  loved  to  call  out  indi- 
viduals  who  were  small,  or  weak,  cx  un¬ 
certain,  and  mold  them  into  someone 
they  weren’t  before.  To  be  in  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  God's  will,  obedient  to  Him,  is  to 
know  peace. 


1  to  on  aa  we  look  to 

God  (firon-aa). 

(hdeon  was  nelag  called  upon  to  fight  a 
war,  a  damting  task  for  sure.  God  had  to 
ante  him  of  peace  before  Gideon  codd 
move  fixwaad.  when  Gideon  realiaed  tiiat 
he  had  been  in  the  presence  of  the  angd 
of  the  Lord,  he  had  what  my  Mama  would 
have  called  a  ‘oome-aparL  ‘Oh  no.  Lord 
GodT  Gideon  cries.  T  nave  seen  the  angel 
of  the  Lord  fece  to  fine!*  (v.  22). 

The  Loed  assures  him  that  be  won’t 
die,  using  the  words,  ‘Peace  to  you. 
Don’t  be  afioid.*  (v.  23).  There  are  two 
thin  to  note  here.  First,  Gideon  yirids 
to  God’s  direction  and  guidance.  We 
see  in  y.  24  that  Gideon  builds  an  altar 
and  calls  it  The  Lord  is  Peace.’  The 
Jews  would  typicalh  erect  a  monument 
in  remembnmee  of  a  gmt  event.  This 
is  the  heart  of  this  section  -  the  mOhe 
of  the  ahar  is  translated  from  Yahweh 
^alom.  Gideon  understood  his  place  in 
God’s  plan.  He  knew  now  not  to  argue 
with  Gm  or  question  His  wisdom. 

Sea>n±  we  should  understand  that 
just  as  Gideon  experienced  God’s  prace, 
Jesus  is  our  peace  (Isaiah  9:6;  ^he- 
sians  2:14;  arid  Coiossians  1:20).  Who 
are  we  to  question  Him? 

Martin  is  Associate  Editor  of  Tfjf 
Baptist  Record. 
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oonl.  horn  p.  1 

tention,  grassroots  market¬ 
ing,  and  social  media  sharing 
hevad  bnoy  the  film,  Lion- 
sgate/Koadside  Attractiora 


said  in  a  March  18  press  re- 
Imw. 

This  is  Roadside’s  highest 
grossing  opening  ever,*  Road¬ 
side  Attractions  co-president 
Howard  Cohen  said.  *When 
we  first  saw  this  incredibly 


wril-crafted,  emotionaL  and 
moving  film,  we  jumped  on 
the  opportunity  to  work  with 
the  Erwins  ami  their  team  and 
our  partners  at  Lionsgate...  we 
were  not  dfeappointed. 

‘With  an  A-v  Ctnemascore, 


we  expect  I  Can  Only  imsgiee 
will  continue  to  play  solidly 
through  the  Easter  hrdiday 
and  well  into  spring.' 

Qnemasoore  measures 
movie  appeal  by  polling  the¬ 
ater  amfiences  at  mgjor  mov¬ 


ies’  opening  nights  to  collect 
demo^phic  infoniuition  and 
calculate  the  movie’s  grade,  ttf- 
cording  to  the  company’s  web 
she.  There  is  cunently  only  one 
other  A+ film  on  Onemaacore’s 
new  releases  score  card. 
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Wlilni  •  Waynwhorp  «  ^roo>^1^^n  «  normnem  »  Wtf  VWtey  •  Umtw*l»  »  CuMwHi 


BUTTON  CHURCH.  BCNTON,  pnwntad 
«  CdriiBcf  ol  ^^niwdlion  to  Harotd  MMrtb- 
ton.  has  Mrvad  in  nany  (xpadliM  locaKy 
and  slatsiwida  with  Qidsons  IntanMianaL  Pastor 
Chartss  Mooio  is  showm  piaastsing  MiddMon  and 
his  wBs  Cscats  widi  Via  caniBcals. 


In  Other  Church  N«f«ws: 

>  Naw  SHain  Church. 
McCal  Craak.  is  b08tii«  a  Palm 
Sunday  service,  Tbe  Ho^  of 
Easter,  Mar.  25,  u  ajn.;  and  a 
sunriae  Easter  service  1, 8 

ajD.,  fcOotwed  bv  food  and 
Vnvship.  Jim  Kidtau,  paator. 


H  CALVARY  CHURCH,  VICKSBURO,  Noas 

McColough's  preschooisfi  hava  baan  making  an 
Eaalsr  aoena  wham  thay  laam  about  lha  daath  and 
reautTBCtion  of  Jesus.  Also  helping  is  Emsat  MBer. 
a  ^Mah  helpsr  in  Jr.  Church. 


Students  from  NOLA  CHURCH,  BONTAG,  apsnl  lima  out  of  thair 
spring  break  helping  at  the  CsnSar  for  Pregnancy  Choicas  c4  Lawr- 
ranoa  County.  Itekh  SawaL  youdi  mirtialar  Chris  Sheppard,  pastor. 


a-r' 


»a 


>- Comaratona  Church, 
GraanvWa.  B  hos^  OneWay 
Quaitet  Mar.  25, 6  pjn. 


Tha  youth  of  BECKER  CHURCH,  BECKER,  compistad  Tnia  Love 
waits  and  signed  Covenant  Carda  Mar.  TL  Shown  are  tha  students 


^  PsSfwMVMI  CtlUfOfla 

Brootdiavan,islioslii]gaooii> 
cert  by  Cabo  Aasuranoe  Mar.  25, 
6  pjn.,  followed  by  a  meal  and 
fstlow^p. 


HttlS  CHAPEL  CHURCH,  BOONEVBXE, 
ordained  Joey  Gross  as  deacon  Fah  25.  Ha  « 
shown  with  pastor  Charlaa  Piovina. 


MCCARIfY  CHURCH,  IWCCARLEY.  held  a  baby  dadk»tion 
Mar.  18.  Shown  are  CheIsM  Luka,  and  Josh  Howard:  Chris.  Hannah, 
and  Dylan  Branson  arai  Meghan.  Easton  and  Dais  Stewart.  Rupert 
logram.  pastor. 


I 


